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Uganda BRPID Project Underway

Susan Bunoti, President of the Uganda Association (UAUW) reports that thirty school girls at 
the Kibuye Primary School in Makindwe Division have already received the first instruction in 
briquette production.  The project is training girls to collect waste, such as charcoal dust, 
banana peels and other organic waste, and to recycle these into energy efficient fuel 
briquettes.  The response has been enthusiastic.   Initially UAUW thought they would work 
with one teacher, but when the entire teaching staff of eight were interested, they trained 
them all, together with eight UAUW members.  Both girls currently enrolled in school and those 
out of school are participating in what is called the Bina Roy Energy Briquette Production Club. 
To read more see  http://www.ifuw.org/posts/nfa-news/brpid-project-update-uganda/

The Briquette Project is one of eight excellent projects receiving funding through the Bina Roy 
Partners in Development Programme (BRPID).  To read about the projects and to see how you 
can contibute to this exciting work see - http://www.ifuw.org/what/brpid/. 

IFUW Receives Legacy from Alice Paquier, former IFUW 
Executive Secretary

IFUW has received a legacy of 15'000 Swiss francs from 
Alice Paquier (1925-2011), who served as IFUW Executive 
Secretary from 1974 to1988. In her 14-year tenure, she 
was highly regarded and appreciated for her contributions, 
particularly in raising IFUW's presence at the United Nations 
and promoting the rights of women and girls throughout her 
lifetime. Prior to joining IFUW she was General Secretary of 
the Swiss YWCA 1957-1957, pastor for the Lausanne 
Cantonal Hospital 1965 to 1969, and a member of the World 
YWCA staff 1969-74. 

 

 



 

UN Working Group on Ageing: Gaps in Protection of Older Persons

The Second Session of the UN Open-ended Working Group on Ageing met in New York from 1-4 
August 2011.  Participating Member States and NGOs warned that the quality of life of many 
older persons is poor in both developed and developing countries, and that unless this is 
addressed, it will worsen as the numbers of elderly increase.  The world’s population aged 60 
or older is expected to double by 2050 to a record of 21%, representing 2 billion people.    The 
increase will be greatest and most rapid in the developing world, particularly in Asia. Illiteracy 
and social and economic isolation prevent older persons from exercising their rights to 
healthcare, financial independence and social protection. The most vulnerable to neglect, 
abuse and loss of life are rural women. There is a conflict between the needs of the young and 
the old, especially in view of the current economic status of the world.  Existing UN and 
international standards of human rights rarely specifically mention the elderly. Nationally and 
internationally there are gaps in implementation of action plans. Better norms are needed, as 
well as monitoring of implementation, data collection and analysis.  A possible education role 
for IFUW with respect to older persons might address their human rights, job skills and 
computer literacy. Society needs education about the huge, largely unpaid contribution the 
elderly make in the form of child and elder care.
Sophie Zaretsky, IFUW Representative to the UN in New York
For the full report, see: http://www.ifuw.org/posts/advocacy-news/un-working-group-on-ageing-
addresses-gaps-in-protection-of-older-persons/

ILO Adopts New Convention on Domestic Workers

During the 100th session of the International Labour Conference in June 2011, gender was a 
major part of the discussion on Decent Work, this year's theme.  Most important, the passage 
of a new International Convention 189 on the Rights of Domestic Workers was a big step 
forward for women.  While domestic workers everywhere face injustice, it is women who suffer 
the most.    Recognizing that domestic workers are consistently undervalued and remain the 
most marginalized workers in most societies, the Convention lays out their rights to fair 
wages, decent working conditions and hours, appropriate living conditions, equal treatment, 
fair access to legal and medical services, and finally, the right for domestic workers not to face 
abuse or discrimination. The Convention and its accompanying Recommendation also 
emphasize  that domestic workers have a right to education and that it is the responsibility of 
both member states and employers to ensure that this right is respected.  
Katherine Hagen, IFUW Representative in Geneva
With input from Emma Yourd and Christina House, Interns with Hagen Resources International
For the full report, see http://www.ifuw.org/posts/advocacy-news/ilc-gender/ 

New IFUW Blog - IFUW Panel on Widows

The newest blog post, written by Louise McLeod of the IFUW Status of Women Committee, 
shares findings from a workshop and panel on “Breaking Barriers Imposed by Widowhood – 
Enhancing the Millennium Goals”, organized by IFUW members at the Women's Worlds 
Conference in Ottawa, Canada in July 2011.  What is the position of widows in today's world 
and what roles do they play?  To view the blog or comment, see 
http://www.ifuw-forums.org/blog/2011/08/24/womens-worlds-2011-ifuw-workshop-on-widows/ 

IFUW Website Changes

IFUW's website - www.ifuw.org is shifting to a new content management system that will 
make it easier to use and more interactive.  With the new homepage, you can see at a glance 
the latest advocacy reports from IFUW's representatives to the United Nations and news from 
the NFAs.  We encourage members to visit the site and NFAs to send news about their 
national and local advocacy, projects and other special activities to update@ifuw.org.

10 rue du Lac, 1207 Geneva, Switzerland

www.ifuw.org ¦  ifuw@ifuw.org
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