[Insert date]

[Insert your MP’s name]

House of Commons

Ottawa, ON, K1A 0A6

Dear [Insert MP’s name],

Re: Bill C-19 Ending the Long Gun Registry Act

I am writing you today on behalf of the Canadian Federation of University Women (CFUW) [insert local club name] to voice our opposition to Bill C-19: Ending the Long Gun Registry Act and to call on you as our elected representative to vote against this bill.
Firearms of all types, but more frequently long-guns (rifles and shotguns), are used to intimidate women. The threat of the use of firearms has been documented as a significant reason that women do not risk fleeing or seeking help. The long-gun registry is a tool used by police to take preventative actions, such as removing firearms from violent individuals when intervening in domestic disputes, and to enforce prohibition orders. In 2009, approximately 7,000 registration certificates were revoked for public safety concerns.

Dismantling the registry is discounting the specific safety concerns of women and their disproportionate vulnerability to firearm violence. It will threaten women's rights to life, liberty and security. Destroying the long-gun registry and dismissing the evidence that it helps keep women safe puts all community members at risk.

We particularly denounce the provisions of the bill that will roll back gun control measures that have been in place since 1977, including:

· Eliminating mandatory license checks with the Registrar for the purchase of non-restricted firearms to ensure that individuals are still eligible to hold licenses; and
· Eliminating the need to maintain transaction records of non-restricted gun sales. Beginning in 1977 Canada required merchants to keep the records of gun sale transactions. This obligation was removed with the introduction of the Firearms Act because all guns were registered to the owner at the point of sale. In the event that the long gun registry is abolished, these measures should be reintroduced. Several international treaties require that countries maintain firearm sales records for the purpose of tracing.
Furthermore, we are strongly against the destruction of the records on the 7 million non-restricted firearms that are currently registered. This will not refund the financial investment that has been made to build the registry, nor will it be cost neutral. The Government of Canada has also failed to acknowledge that keeping the long gun registry data would be useful as an investigative tool to help police officers trace firearms. The provinces and territories may also choose to set up their own long gun registries and could significantly benefit from access to this data. 
Bill C-19 will also make it possible for a licensed individual to acquire an unlimited number of guns, including powerful semi-automatics and some sniper rifles, without any flags being raised. With the elimination of the registry there will be no means to know who owns these powerful guns, nor how many are owned.

We call on you as our elected representative to advocate for the maintenance of the long gun registry and protect public safety. At the very least, the records that have already been collected for the registry should be saved. In the event that the long gun registry is eliminated with this bill, the Government of Canada should reintroduce the requirement for merchants to maintain records of the sales on non-restricted firearm, as well as the mandatory requirement for license checks. 
 [Insert Club boilerplate] 

Sincerely,

[Name, Signature and Address of Club President]

